Jeff Ebel
Selecting
Winners
Planned Innovation®, developed by Dr. Bacon
from Michigan State University has been in use
for over 40 years and has consistently identified winning products and services in vastly
differing business segments, business sizes,
and industries like IBM, Dow Chemical,
Steelcase, Sarns, Inc (IBM), MACtac (Bemin),
GRID Publishing, and Toledo Scale.
Applying this time-tested protocol for screening
and identifying successful enterprises, Wisconsin River Business Angels delivers superior
investment opportunities for its investors, and
provides ongoing guidance and mentoring support for its ventures.

President

•

Adjunct Instructor of Entrepreneurship—UWSP, Fox
Valley Technical College

•
•

Owner, Ebel Consulting
35 Years experience in wood manufacturing
- Founder/President Ebel Woodworking, Inc
- Grew and sold $4M Ebel Woodworking, Inc.
- Plant Management
- Product Design, Development, Prototyping
- Quality Control

Leon
Ostrowski

Helping Angels and Investors through the

Wisconsin River
Business Angels
Growing Your Wealth
&
Growing Your Communities

Chair
•
•
•
•

Vice Chairman, WiSys Technology Foundation
Chairman, WI Institute for Sustainable Technology
(WIST) Advisory Committee
Founder/Director of Central WI Business Angels
35 years experience in Fortune 500 technology firm
- Product Development
- Global New Business Development
- Economic Evaluation & Control
- Strategic Planning
- International Assignments- Europe & Japan
- Compensation & Benefits

Midwest Wealth Ventures, LLC
P.O. Box 701
Plover, WI 54467-0701
262-292-1691
Web:
www.midwestwealthventures.com

Changing the Odds
The typical Angel
Investor’s portfolio
Historically, Angel Investing has been a game of
high risk and high returns. Angels employ a portfolio approach to manage risk, spreading their
investments across multiple projects.
While the majority of projects fail, lose money, or
just breaks even, a small percentage is expected to be wildly successful, yielding the
“home runs” necessary to achieve overall, longterm, above market returns.¹

Investors can increase
rates of return and
reduce risk
Our research shows:

We help investors make better decisions by:

Proper due diligence can improve return from 1X to 5X

•

Screening by investors' interests and
Expertise

A Kaufmann Foundation study showed projects undertaken with less than 20 hours of Due Diligence returned an
average of 1X, while projects with an average of 40 hours
due diligence returned 5X. ²

•

Performing progressive levels of due diligence

•

Applying Planned Innovation tools and
protocols to validate critical assumptions

•

Ensuring high-quality content-rich investor-ready project proposals and presentations

Planned Innovation™ tools can improve
project success rates from 15% to 90%

Angel Investor Track Record

Planned Innovation (PI), our scientific approach to evaluating investment opportunities, has a 40 year record of success in separating “winners” from “losers”

Investment results (National studies over 20
years)

In a study of 277 research and new business development
projects, PI analyses recommended 34.

20% Projects—total loss

Of these, 33 (i.e., 97%) projects were implemented and
financially successful, generating hundreds of millions of
dollars in new sales and profits.³

65% Projects—break even +, 15% Projects—big winners (5-10+X return)
Long exit times of 5-10 years
20% average ROI (20 year average)

¹ “Startup Pre-Money Valuaon: The Keystone to Return on
Investment,” Luis Villalobos and William Payne, 2007.

We reduce investors’ risk by:
•

Applying research-based screening criteria known to be highly correlated with
success

•

Providing ongoing mentoring, guidance
and analytical support to company management

•

Protecting investors' interests by monitoring, reporting and on going engagement
in strategic decision-making

Continuous engagement can improve
return from 1X to 4X
The same study showed that projects in which investors
met with the company just 1 to 2 times per year returned
an average of 1X, while projects with monthly engagement
returned 4X.²

²“Returns to Angels in Groups Report,” Robert Wiltbank, Warren Boeker,
January 1, 2007. ³Achieving Planned Innovaon. Frank R. Bacon and Thomas
W. Butler, The Free Press, 1998.

